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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION


2016
During the primary season we witnessed the Il-liberal candidates attempting to outdo each other as to who could espouse the farthest to the left political agenda. Bernie knew that Americans must have the word “Democratic” in the name to be acceptable. Democratic communism or fascism wasn’t quite acceptable. So he settled on Democratic Socialism since he knew that American schools no longer taught the meaning of either word. But they implied “Equality” a favorite socialistic term with no understanding as to how to achieve it. Since our schools no longer teach American History or civics they could only tell their student we have to have a strong government to make the Rich and the Poor equal in every way possible. The best and easiest way they could conceive of it is to take money away from the rich people and give it to the poor people. The members of the teacher’s union denied that the best way to equalize society is by “equal opportunity.” But the leisure class that did not know how to work, thought that the only way to make society equal, is to take the money away from those that knew how to work and gain wealth and to give it to a widening entitlement minded society. 
The teachers never studied enough history to understand the words of Winston Churchill who said it so well in just five sentences. They are possibly the best 5 sentences you’ll ever read.
1. You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity, by legislating the wealthy out of prosperity.

2. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving.

3. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take away from somebody else.

4. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.

5. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take care of them; and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work, because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that is the beginning of the end of any nation.

And that’s where we were after eight years of President Barack Hussain Obama’s presidency and at the beginning of choosing his replacement. 

The primary election season was primarily whether the United States was going to proceed to the end of the 240 years of our civilization that our forefathers designed; or whether we should proceed to a beginning, reform our society, and strike out for another 240 years.
Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton tried to outdo Senator Bernie. Her email pointed out that many women would vote for her because they were her sisters. Her email also stated that the Black people were too stupid to understand economics. As long as they threw a few political crumbs their way, they would remain as slaves in their camp. Many Blacks have come to the realization that it was really the Il-liberals or the Democratic Party that tried to reverse the Freedom of the Slaves that President Abraham Lincoln set free. So many have now rejoined the Grand Old Party of Lincoln, Eisenhower, and Reagan, which really was their best ally all along.
The Grand Old Party of Lincoln, Eisenhower, and Reagan had 15 or more aspirants that wanted to become president. Looking at them in debate, it soon became obvious there was only one that could change the course of save our country despite his inability for smooth political speaking. The Republicans really had a chance to defund the health program that essentially destroyed the practice of private medicine as well as personized health care that was implemented without one Republican vote. They’ve had a House majority for the past 6 years but didn’t have the spine to starve it out of existence.
So it became obvious that the Grand Old Party of Lincoln who freed the black people had only one candidate up to the task of clearing the cesspool of Washington, D.C. Some of the Republican that were too chicken to clear the muck even when they had the majority, were actually frightened by the aggressiveness of this non-politician that won the Republican primary and failed to support him in the Presidential election. They really didn’t understand that this was our last best hope. Some even thought if they stood with him, they would lose their own election as well as the majority of their party. The election proved them wrong on all counts. If Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton became president, it would be all over for the Grand Old Party of Lincoln, Eisenhower, and Reagan and we would sink into a socialistic society and serfdom. The freedoms won over the years would be lost as we return to an eighteenth century civilization, where the workers no longer ruled and only those with connections to the sovereign in power lived well. The Black people would then remain as slaves to the Il-liberal or socialistic party as they now have for 150 years since Lincoln emancipated them.
My family was in prayer on election evening that the Almighty would spare our country. I must have dozed off for my wife awakened me at midnight pointing to the news of the election results from the election headquarters on Fox TV. We now knew that we would have a bright tomorrow and “God did save the state.” We both knelt in praise and thanksgiving to the Almighty for saving our country.
With such a strong Vice-President, we also know that after 8 years of Trump, we will have another 8 years of another strong candidate, Mr. Pence. With 16 years of an administration that would honor our constitution and our declaration of independence, we would have 9 jurists that would also uphold the constitution and not continue as an unelected legislative court. If Mr. Pence would choose a woman as vice president, the Grand Old Party, the second oldest in the world, would sport the first Woman President. We can also be assured that she would not be a criminal like the woman aspiring to be the first female president. We can also then assure a strong conservative lineage to the World’s Highest and most Important Office. We could also celebrate decades of living without any terrorist in the world. And as Peggy Noonan, President’s Reagan speech writer mentioned in her WSJ Saturday column, the only way to defeat the Il-liberals is to vote them out of office. They don’t understand logic. After voting them out of office for 24 years, there would be other conservatives ready to take the helm. Perhaps Carly or Rubio would be ready to continue the Constitutional Government our forefathers establish. That Donald Trump and Pence reestablished. And the freedom for which our personal forefathers came to this country would continue.
Our prayers of Thanksgiving will now include these changes to the course of our government:
1. The restoration of our constitution, the greatest document ever conceived and written by man.
(Mrs. Clinton, Mrs Boxer and Mrs. Pelosi have essentially stated it was an antiquated document that must be revised and updated to our modern understanding of people and government.) They tried it through unconstitutional laws which were upheld by our super Il-liberal supreme court.
2. The restoration of our Freedom of Speech: Increasingly many of our colleges and university have sought to destroy our ability to disagree or have a dialogue on many issues. They canceled speakers already hired to prevent an alternate opinion to be expressed. They even established “free zones” so their students would not be enlightened by an alternate point of view. They even arrested people that had the temerity to speak on the opposing issue totally eliminating Freedom of Speech.
3. The restoration of our Freedom to Worship: Hillary Clinton has stated in her speech to the Women’s World Summit on April 23, 2015: “Laws have to be backed up with resources and political will. And deep-seated religious beliefs have to be changed.” In other words she would use the force of government to make you reject your Christian faith! Did she really think that she was above God? But then most socialists are agnostics and think they are.
Pastors have already been arrested for refusing to marry homosexual couples.
Businesses have had to close that refused to supply items for a homosexual wedding, such as a wedding cake.
Corporations would have closed had it not been for lack of a majority of a divided 8 member Supreme Court. Had Mrs. Clinton been elected and an Il-liberal jurist appointed, Hobby Lobby would have closed.
Mr. Schulz, CEO of Starbucks, has stated if you don’t like my position on Proposition 8 to allow Gay Marriage, you don’t need to come into my coffee houses or invest in my company. Since he issued these words, I have not patronized the Starbucks across the street from my office. Their stock did drop about 10% the next month but people forgot by the following month.
Rear Admiral Luther F. Schriefer, USN, Ret, states that he had the honor for 37 years in serving our country and commanding thousands of men and women at sea and on bases. But as a Christian, I need to tell you that our soldier’s religious liberty is under attack like never before. But there is a problem: The Obama Administration Issued Directives that are still in force to prevent Christian Chaplains from the sharing and the distribution of Christian reading material.
4. The restoration of our right and ability to protect ourselves. The elimination of this Second Amendment right has been the prelude to every dictatorship. This was highlighted in Paul A. Rahe’s book, Soft Despotism, Democracy’s Drift . . . published by Yale University Press. Remember Khrushchev who allegedly stated, "Whether you like it or not, history is on our side. We will bury you from within.” Didn’t we recently experience a president that was born and raised as a Muslim, displaying Muslim garb at his induction into the religion, and go to a black Muslim church that spewed hatred to Christians, who appointed Muslim Czars across our country without Senate Confirmation, who issued many edicts not approved by our Senate as the Constitution requires, ignoring our constitution on many issues. Doesn’t it appear that he was following Stalin’s handbook on communism and Rahe’s prediction by creating a soft despotism? Had Mrs. Clinton, who has moved even farther to the radical left than Mr. Obama, been elected, isn’t it entirely possible that a hard despot could have become a reality? This has all been interrupted by the election of a business man to clean up the Washington DC cesspool. This is something that would appear to be unfathomable with any of the other GOP candidates running. 
5. The Freedom to work: Restoration of our “Right to Work”.
We have always been favorably inclined towards President Kennedy for being able as a Tax & Spend Democrat to have implemented a tax reduction without extra spending that stimulated our economy. We didn’t fully comprehend his payback to his party by supporting the right of government workers to unionize. This caused a significant increase in the cost of government. It also allowed the Unions to collect dues from those that did not join the union at all levels of government. According to the Legal Defense Foundation, right to work laws prohibit union security agreements, or agreements between employers and labor unions, that govern the extent to which an established union can require employees' membership, payment of union dues, or fees as a condition of employment, either before or after hiring. Right-to-work laws are now statutes in a reported 26 states in the United States that are an effort to give employees the right to work without being required or compelled to join a union or pay union dues that support their opposing political agenda. 
6. The Restoration of education in our Schools. The teacher’s union non-members have been very vocal in trying to eliminate the forced union dues. The Union appears to have the ability to retain incompetent teachers. Thus putting teaching on a competitive basis should improve our schools and then our educational system.  This will do more to improve primary and secondary education in the United States than any lawyered interference.  Plus keeping the Feds out of primary and secondary education. The federal department of education should defer all primary and secondary education to the jurisdiction to the states. 
7. Thank God for giving our founders the wisdom of designing federal elections to protect representative government in our federation of states by designing the Electoral College. Although the electors have in all instances except one voted for the candidate they were chosen to represent, removing the electors would eliminate a possible crises in our transition of power every four years. Then every state would then cast a total vote for the president equal to the sum of their representatives in Congress. This is consistent with the intent of our Founders. Without this mechanism of fair representation, the will of the majority of our states would have been irrelevant. This prevents the 8 large population centers on the east coast and the west coast to control the country leaving the vast portion (80 percent) of our country unrepresented. Hillary has vowed to eliminate the Electoral College. This could assure that her party would remain in power forever. Trump, who may be naïve in the political realm, will have enough constitution members in his cabinet to make sure he will reverse his similar statement.
THANK GOD FOR SAVING OUR COUNTRY ON NOVEMBER 8, 2016
* * * * *

1. Featured Article: Sexism largely manifests itself in people acting rationally
Why Patriarchy once made economic sense
By Cathy Reisenwitz

PATRIARCHY IS ACTUALLY A REALLY IMPORTANT CONCEPT FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN ECONOMICS 
Patriarchy describes the way ideas around gender, specifically performance and expectations inhibit economic, educational, and personal growth. In other words, patriarchy is the word for systemic sexism.

Okay, but sexism works both ways. Actually, it works many ways. Men, women, and genderqueer individuals all experience sexism. Male oppression, such as higher instances of suicide, gender discrimination in child custody cases, and overrepresentation in dangerous jobs, are results of sexism, specifically from gendered expectations. So why gender a term for systemic sexism?

Because patriarchy describes a system wherein it’s assumed that the average man has more power than the average woman.
Power is a big term. But for my purposes, I’m going to talk about power in terms of choices. The more capital you have, the more choices you have. The same is true of rights and opportunities. Until about the 1970s, men held significantly more power than women on average. . . 
Why Did Men Hold More Power?
One reason men held more power until fairly recently is that men were more valuable in the market economy. In the 1800s, 80% of the US labor force worked on farms. In the 1960s, a quarter of the US labor force worked in manufacturing. Trade, transportation, and utilities also made up a good fifth of the workforce. These are jobs that reward physical strength and endurance, something men have more of than women, on average.
The Big Misconception
The biggest myth about patriarchy is that it’s a conspiracy wherein men have banded together to exclude and hurt women. In reality, no conspiracy is necessary. It makes more sense to assume that banks didn’t give women credit cards because most women didn’t earn the money they’d need to pay off their debts than because they hated women. . .
In a market economy wherein demand for the man’s labor is higher than for the woman, the couple that wants to be wealthier will task the woman with the bulk of the domestic duties.
That’s not a conspiracy. It’s individuals maximizing their personal advantage in the system they happen to inhabit. But when that system favors men, the result is patriarchy. . .
What’s Next
The US is moving from an economy where most people work in agriculture and manufacturing, to one in which most of the jobs are in information and services.

Women are, in many ways, better suited to these jobs than men are. Women are socialized to sit still and listen, making them better at school than men on average. They are taught to defer to others and to show empathy, making them better in service roles. Women have the comparative advantages that are highly valued in the new economy.

That’s part of why women’s labor force participation has risen dramatically at the same time manufacturing and agriculture have declined.

And this increase has had a positive impact on the economy.

While patriarchy might have made sense in the previous economy, it simply doesn’t in the new one.

Most people still marry, and most couples prefer for one partner to take on the bulk of the domestic responsibilities, as opposed to outsourcing all of those tasks or splitting them evenly.

In a market economy wherein demand for the woman’s labor is higher than for the man, the couple that wants to be wealthier will task the man with the bulk of the domestic duties.

That day is coming soon. Today, childless women in cities out earn their male counterparts. In many parts of the country, there is no gender pay gap for childless women. It’s estimated that by 2025, the average woman will out earn the average man. . .
Cathy Reisenwitz is a D.C.-based writer. She is Editor-in-Chief of Sex and the State and her writing has appeared in The Week, Forbes, the Chicago Tribune, The Daily Beast, VICE Motherboard, Reason magazine, Talking Points Memo and other publications. Read her other articles
Read the entire article in FEE, the Foundation for Economic Education . . . 
Editor’s Comments:

We are seeing the same economic effect in the practice of medicine. Now that women make up about one-third of the medical school graduating classes we are seeing sexism in their choosing of their specialty. Because of their socializing skill, showing more empathy, they may seem to be better suited in some specialties than others. These graduates seem to gravitate to specialties where such are better rewarded such as family practice, pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology. In some of these specialties women are already earning more than men.

When professional women marry nonskilled men, we may be seeing a matriarchy already. I have a female colleague whose husband does all of the domestic duties, chores, and manages the home. They have five children and he is also fulling the functions which sometimes are referred to as “husband” mom. He does the grocery shopping, makes most of the meals, sees the children off to school, takes them to their music lessons, to their soccer practice, and takes them to buy their school supplies and clothes. The wife works the usual professional 60 hour week including the occasional evenings or weekends “on call.” 
On the other hand we may still see evidence of patriarchy in terms of physical demand and endurance. I personally know a young lady who wanted to follow in her father’s footsteps and became an orthopedist. She completed the usual 4 years of college by age 22, 4 years of medical school by the usual age of 26, and then did her 6 years of orthopedics residency by age 32 working on call twice a week and every third weekend. She joined a very prestigious orthopedic group. The work did not become lighter. She took the same call as all the partners, every third night, and every third weekend. She was unable to vary or lighten the heavy work of the specialty and didn’t want favoritism shown to her because of her gender. She was essentially in a patriarchy.
She then observed that all of her girlfriends were having babies and becoming very involved in family life.  She began to wonder how this would fit in with her practice and not ask for special favors because she was a woman. She then explored specialties where she could have more defined hours. She noted that none of the medical specialties or the surgical specialties or subspecialties of medicine and surgery could be turned off at 6 PM or weekends. She considered allergy, dermatology, psychiatry, and anesthesiology. As an orthopedist she had worked with anesthesiologist in the operating rooms of the hospitals where she did her surgery. She opted to take a four year anesthesia residency.  She then joined an anesthesiology group. She now works three days a week and has a four day weekend to be a mother, manage her house and family. She felt this was more compatible with her desire to be a wife, mother, and raise a family and still be a doctor. 
We are fortunate to be living in a time where we can utilize these comparative advantages that are highly valued in our new economy. It also appears that patriarchy or systemic sexism still exists. Since men and women are different, it will continue to exist—but in a more complementary fashion.
Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
* * * * * 

2. In the News: The Leaning Tower of San Francisco is outperforming the Leaning Tower of Pisa
San Francisco’s newest high rise has tilted 6 feet in 6 years.
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is more than five meters off perpendicular after 800 years.
The leaning tower of Pisa is located next to the Cathedral of Pisa, in Piazza dei Miracoli (Square of miracles) in the city of Pisa, Italy. It was constructed over two centuries starting in 1173 and finished in 1399. It was originally 60 meters high.  It has sunk unevenly so that the actual height now is 56.67m on the highest side and 55.86m on the lowest side. The Width of walls at the base is 2.438 meters and the Weight of tower is approximately 14,500 tonnes. The construction was interrupted several times by wars, debt and while engineers worked on solutions to correct the lean. We now know that without these interruptions that allowed the soil to compress under the tower, it would have certainly toppled over. It is now stabilized by cables. 
Thanks to the soft ground, it had begun to lean by the time its builders got to the third story, in 1178. Shifting soil had destabilized the tower’s foundations. Over the next 800 years, it became clear the 55-metre tower wasn’t just learning but was actually falling at a rate of one to two millimeters per year. Today, the Leaning Tower of Pisa is more than five meters off perpendicular.


San Francisco’s Millennium 58-Story Tower with Condominiums selling as high as $10 million is also sinking unevenly. Read more . . . The Millennium Tower, completed in 2009, which its developers say is the largest reinforced concrete building in the western United States, has now sunk about 16 inches and is leaning six inches toward a neighboring skyscraper. The building’s tilt has become a public scandal, a dispute that has produced a wide-eyed examination of whether or not San Francisco’s frenetic skyscraper-building spree was properly monitored by city authorities. In a city bracketed by two major earthquake fault lines, the possibility of engineering flaws generates particular unease. The building spree in San Francisco has taken place for the most part in an area that used to be part of San Francisco Bay, land created using dredged soil as well as piles of detritus from the 1906 earthquake.
Unlike some downtown high-rises, the Millennium isn’t steel-framed. Instead, the developer chose a concrete design more common to residential buildings. It relies on huge columns, shear walls and beams, and it’s much heavier than steel. What’s more, the building is located on unstable mud-fill, just off the bay’s original shoreline. Unbelievably, only two of the numerous sky scrapers in San Francisco are resting on piles down to bedrock. But then most of the skyscrapers aren’t located off the original shoreline on mud-fill.
The problem is complicated on a huge hole that was dug next door starting in 2010 for the still-under-construction Transbay Transit Center bus and rail terminal. That project is run by the Transbay Joint Powers Authority, which consists of San Francisco, AC Transit, Caltrans and the operators of Caltrans — meaning that if Millennium Partners’ assessment is correct, those taxpayer-funded government entities could be on the hook for tens of millions in repairs. However, the transit bay authority did spend $58 million to shore up the building before starting the big dig.
The Millennium’s engineers anchored the building over a thick concrete slab with piles driven roughly 80 feet into dense sand. “To cut costs, Millennium did not drill piles to bedrock,” or 200 feet down, the transit center authority said in its statement. Had it done so, the agency said, “the tower would not be tilting today.” . . .  
Apparently, many are not worried since sales are still occurring, sometimes a million or so less for each condo than the original price. However, looking at the number of lawsuits, the lawyers may make more than the cost of the skyscraper. . . 
One condo owner suggested that the developers should lop off the top 20 floors to prevent the building from toppling over. . . .
Read the SF Chronical Story . . . 

Read more . . . 
Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
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3. International Medicine: Canada Ranked 3rd Highest in Spending in Developed Countries . . . 
Comparing Performance of Universal Health Care Countries, 2016
by Bacchus Barua, Ingrid Timmermans, Ian Nason, and Nadeem Esmail
Comparing the performance of different countries’ health-care systems provides an opportunity for policy makers and the general public to determine how well Canada’s health-care system is performing relative to its international peers. Overall, the data examined suggest that, although Canada’s is among the most expensive universal-access health-care systems in the OECD, its performance is modest to poor. Read more . . . 
This study uses a “value for money approach” to compare the cost and performance of 28 universal health-care systems in high-income countries. The level of health-care expenditure is measured using two indicators, while the performance of each country’s health-care system is measured using 42 indicators, representing the four broad categories: [1] availability of resources; [2] use of resources; [3] access to resources; and [4] quality and clinical performance.

Five measures of the overall health status of the population are also included. However, these indicators can be influenced to a large degree by non-medical determinants of health that lie outside the purview of a country’s health-care system and policies.

Expenditure on health care Canada spends more on health care than the majority of high-income OECD countries with universal health-care systems. After adjustment for age, it ranks third highest for expenditure on health care as a percentage of GDP and fifth highest for health-care expenditure per capita.

Availability of resources 

The availability of medical resources is perhaps one of the most basic requirements for a properly functioning health-care system. Data suggests that Canada has substantially fewer human and capital medical resources than many peer jurisdictions that spend comparable amounts of money on health care.

After adjustment for age, it has significantly fewer physicians, acute-care beds and psychiatric beds per capita compared to the average OECD country (it ranks close to the average for nurses). While Canada has the most Gamma cameras (per million population), it has fewer other medical technologies than the average high-income OECD country with universal health care for which comparable inventory data is available.

Use of resources

Medical resources are of little use if their services are not being consumed by those with health-care demands. Data suggests that Canada’s performance is mixed in terms of use of resources, performing higher rates than the average OECD country on about half the indicators examined (for example, consultations with a doctor, CT scans, and cataract surgery), and average to lower rates on the rest. Canada reports the least amount of hospital activity (as measured by discharge rates) in the group of countries studied.

Access to resources

While both the level of medical resources available and their use can provide insight into accessibility, it is also beneficial to measure accessibility more directly by examining measures of timeliness of care and cost-related barriers to access.

Canada either ranked last or close to last on all indicators of timeliness of care, but ranked in the middle on the indicator measuring the percentage of patients who reported that cost was a barrier to access.

Quality and clinical performance

When assessing indicators of availability of, access to, and use of resources, it is of critical importance to include as well some measure of quality and clinical performance in the areas of primary care, acute care, mental health care, cancer care, and patient safety. While Canada does well on four indicators of clinical performance and quality (such as rates of survival for breast and colorectal cancer), its performance on the seven others examined in this study are either no different from the average or in some cases—particularly obstetric trauma and diabetes-related amputations—worse.

The data examined in this report suggests that there is an imbalance between the value Canadians receive and the relatively high amount of money they spend on their health-care system. Although Canada has one of the most expensive universal-access health-care systems in the OECD, its performance for availability and access to resources is generally below that of the average OECD country, while its performance for use of resources and quality and clinical performance is mixed.

Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
Canadian Medicare does not give timely access to healthcare, it only gives access to a waiting list.

--Canadian Supreme Court Decision 2005 SCC 35, [2005] 1 S.C.R. 791
http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/2005/2005scc35/2005scc35.html 

* * * * *

4. Medicare: Medicare Spent $359 Million on Unnecessary Chiropractic Care in 2013
By MELANIE EVANS | WSJ | Oct. 19, 2016

More than 80% of the money that Medicare paid to chiropractors in 2013 went for medically unnecessary procedures, a new federal audit found.

The federal insurance program for senior citizens spent roughly $359 million on unnecessary chiropractic care that year for treatment of strains, sprains or joint conditions, a review by the Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Inspector General found. Read more . . . 
The OIG called on the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to tighten oversight of the payments, noting its analysis was one of several in recent years to find questionable Medicare spending on chiropractic care. “Unless CMS implements strong controls, it is likely to continue to make improper payments to chiropractors,” the OIG said.

While Medicare doesn’t limit how many times patients can see chiropractors, it should determine whether there should be a cutoff in visits, the OIG said. Medicare pays for active treatment, but not “supportive” care, or maintenance therapy. Patients who received more than a dozen treatments were more likely to get medically unnecessary care, the OIG found. All chiropractic care after the first 30 treatments was unnecessary, the review found.

CMS Acting Administrator Andy Slavitt, in a letter to the OIG in response to the review, rejected the call for a numerical limit on chiropractic care, saying CMS is unaware of medical evidence that supports the move. However, in recent years, CMS has sought to clarify for chiropractors what they can bill to Medicare, Mr. Slavitt said. The agency also began in 2011 to use algorithms to monitor for fraud. A CMS spokesman declined to comment beyond the letter. . .

Read the entire article in the WSJ . . .
Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
 Government is not the solution to our problems, government is the problem. 

- Ronald Reagan
 * * * * * 

5. Medical Gluttony: Gluttonous cigarette tax increases may be counterproductive. 
Wise Voters Largely Reject Tobacco Tax Increases
Preston Cooper
NOVEMBER 14, 2016
The tobacco tax increases on the ballot last week were earmarked for specific projects. Given that tobacco taxes are by construction an unreliable source of revenue, the funding for those projects would have been unreliable. When states pass tobacco tax increases, it would be better to simply direct the funds into general revenues rather than use them to support specific programs.

Voters across most of the country appeared to recognize this, or at least were skeptical of any kind of tax increase. The initiative in North Dakota would have quintupled the state’s tobacco tax, while the taxes in Missouri and Colorado would have doubled and tripled, respectively. Read more . . . 
The one initiative which succeeded, in California, will more than triple the state’s current tobacco tax, from 87 cents per pack to $2.87 per pack. The funds are earmarked for a variety of programs, including tobacco prevention initiatives, early childhood development, physician training at the University of California system, and public health programs.

Quizzically, the initiative both increased cigarette taxes and also implemented equivalent taxes on e-cigarettes, which are not tobacco products but do contain nicotine. According to the Royal College of Physicians, e-cigarettes are about 95 percent safer for the user than traditional cigarettes.

The rationale for increasing California’s tobacco tax thus stands on thin ice. If the tax is intended to reduce smoking rates, its success is dubious—the tax increase on e-cigarettes will neutralize one of the most promising avenues available to help smokers quit.

The only sensible interpretation of California’s ballot initiative is a highly cynical one: California wants its tobacco tax to be a lucrative source of revenue, but economics gets in the way. Policymakers are therefore willing to trap smokers into their bad habits by instituting similar taxes on safer alternatives to tobacco such as e-cigarettes. . .

This is irresponsible. . .
California hardly needs the money—it ran a $4.9 billion surplus in the 2015 fiscal year, and Governor Jerry Brown signed a $167 billion budget into law earlier this year without making any cuts. The long term is a different story—the state has hefty pension liabilities that appear to grow by the day—but a revenue source as unreliable as tobacco taxes would hardly put a dent in that problem.

Poor tax policy is not unique to California. . . But in three out of four states, at least, the voters appear to be smarter than the politicians.
Preston Cooper is a fellow at the Manhattan Institute
Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
Gluttony thrives in Government Taxation Programs. 

It Disappears with Appropriate understanding of the Basic Laws of Economics.

* * * * *

6. Medical Myths: CMS Paying Doctors Based on Quality is counter-productive  
U.S. Officials Finalize Rule for Medicare Payments to Doctors

By Melanie Evans | WSJ | Oct. 14, 2016
Federal health officials on Friday finalized a new rule for how Medicare pays U.S. doctors, part of a broader push by the White House to overhaul federal health spending.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services released the highly anticipated rule, which introduces new bonuses and penalties tied to performance for 712,000 doctors and other clinicians starting in 2019.

The new bonuses and penalties would be paid or imposed depending on how well doctors do on measures of quality, electronic health records and managing costs. Read more . . . Doctors can also enter Medicare contracts that include quality and cost-control incentives and earn bonuses. . .
Doctors must begin reporting data on performance next year, but under a recently announced change, doctors can avoid penalties as long as they report some quality data. . . 

Physicians groups had mixed reactions to the new rule. The American Medical Association praised the CMS for its flexibility in a statement and said the association was reviewing the rule’s details.

The Medical Group Management Association said in a statement. . . “The sheer magnitude of a 2,400-page regulation and its impact on physician practices can’t be ignored.” 
Anne Phelps, U.S. health-care regulatory leader for consultant Deloitte, said the new rule would be as significant for clinicians as the Affordable Care Act is to insurers as it pushes doctors into a new model for payment. “It’s a disruptive law,” she said.

Read the entire article . . . 

Editor’s Comment:
Doctors spend eight to twelve years after college to learn their profession. Quality is drilled into them daily. In fact, the professors strive to make quality our middle name. They succeed in 99 percent of us. Then who betrayed us?
It was initially primarily our own trade organizations: the medical associations. In the above comments, you will note that the American Medical Association praised the CMS for its flexibility. The Executive Director of California Medical Association has frequently highlighted the need to improve that Quality of Care of their doctors. The Executive Director of our local Medical Society has praise the increasing acceptance of our doctors to see Single Payer and other names that Government Medicine goes by. This has over the 45 years that I’ve observed these administrative comments made me wonder why our trade organizations hire administrators who seek to destroy private personalize medical care. Why is it that the destructive elements in almost any organizations seem to come from within? Why aren’t our trade organizations, who seek to be our Union, just as the British Medical Association is a Union to support doctors in the National Health Service, supporting us? Can you even fathom a Carpenter’s Union not going to bat for the Carpenters instead of hounding them on how to improve the quality of driving nails in construction? Can you imagine the Carpenter’s spending time to go to Union demanded workshops to improve their carpentering skill? I bet the Union leaders would start wearing helmets—not to protect themselves from falling boards, but from the carpenter’s Hammers.
This has now metastasized into some of our professional organizations. There are notable exceptions however. The Neurosurgeons, Orthopedic Surgeons, Ophthalmologists and perhaps others that understand the change and the associated destruction as well as corruptions that comes with government intrusion into our profession. 

You will note that our pay will be determined by how well doctors do on measures of quality, electronic health records and managing costs. The first determination of pay is irrelevant since “quality” is our middle name and all the practice restrictions impose on us actually reduce quality. They are actually trying to teach us “not to think.” This will be explored further in our companion quarterly newsletter, HealthPlanUSA, in detailing how the government has destroyed health care quality and why doctors have not rebelled.

Our use of electronic health records should not determine our pay or quality. There are increasingly papers written where EHRs have nearly destroyed the personal doctor patient relationships. I’ve had patients who changed doctors stating that their prior physician in their HMOs never looked at them while they recited their medical problems. Some even said they didn’t feel that they were treated as a human being. This will also be detailed further in HealthPlanUSA newsletter.

The third criterion for our pay was the managing of costs. The government expects us to be the cops when they pay full price for their care and still expect us to reduce our tests while our patients demand more, and more, and more tests and x-rays and costly procedures. This could all have been solved by keeping the original Medicare method of the patient paying 20 percent of their outpatient costs. That simple maneuver would have cut the tests that were done in half. The attitude of patients would have been reverse from “more and more” to do I really need those extra tests?
It is indeed unfortunate that doctor’s pay is dependent on these MYTHS. That will more likely not change in the present government controlled environment. Perhaps the government control will relax under the new leadership that was voted in.  –Editor
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7. Overheard in the Medical Staff Lounge: The Political Pattern - 2016
Dr. Rosen:
We have just survived an historic election. There was a lot of name calling and confrontation. The looseness of Mrs. Clinton’s management of classified and top secret security information was well delineated by the Mr. Comey of the FBI. He declined to prosecute her. Do we understand why? 
Dr. Edwards:
I think Mr. Comey made a well-documented report of Mrs. Clinton’s lack of security in the handling of classified security documents. He excused himself the trouble of prosecution in the middle of an election by saying that this did not arise to the level of criminal intent.
Dr. Milton:
As I understand the legality of what went on, I’m not sure that Mr. Comey would have had the authority to prosecute Mrs. Clinton. Wasn’t that the job of her boss, the Justice Department which is headed by the Attorney General?
Dr. Ruth:
The current Attorney General is Loretta Lynch who was appointed by President Obama and is a Democrat. The head of the FBI currently is Mr. Comey, a well-respected Republican who was continued by Mr. Obama, probably for political reason to create some semblance of balance, which is a common practice in Washington, DC which blunts much of the criticism between political parties as for well as his good reputation. 
Dr. Edwards:
But don’t you think that Mr. Comey really did indict Mrs. Clinton?
Dr. Michelle:
But do you think the American public will believe that she is guilty of a serious crime?
Dr. Yancy: 
Not in the least. I hear from many of my patients that they are being cruel to Mrs. Clinton.

Dr. Michelle:
There is also the female factor which doesn’t follow logic. Why does Madeline Albright, who was our Secretary of State, make a statement such as, we should give Mrs. Clinton a chance to become our first Woman President? Doesn’t she understand the nature and importance of security in her former position?  
Dr. Rosen:
Madeleine Jana Korbel Albright was the first woman to have become the United States Secretary of State. She didn’t know that her parents were Jewish until adulthood and that three of her grandparents died in the Holocaust. She was a refugee in London during the Nazi blitz. The family escaped from the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia after the force resignation of her father who sent his family to America via London and caught up with them later. With that background one would think that Hillary putting top secret material in an Email which increasingly becomes public would be of great concern to Mrs. Albright. How can she overlook what Mrs. Clinton did and not think of her being dangerous to national security and what she lived through?
Dr. Sam:
I think Michelle hit the nail on the head. It’s hard to evaluate the woman factor in this election. So many women actually believe there is a ceiling above which they can’t go as if men and women are competitors and men keep them down. And that giving the enemy top secret information that could jeopardize our freedom is irrelevant to a women’s issue. 
Dr. Michelle:
I think you speaking of the feminist mystique. The feminist think that men and women are in a competitive world environment. They agree that they compete in the same identical endeavor, such as physical work; so they try to compare comparable work. So immediately they have lost the argument. The genders are not equal and never will be. I think w
Dr. Dave:

Dr. Kaleb:
Dr. Patricia: 
Dr. Joseph: Ret


Dr. Thomas:

Dr. Richard:

Dr. Harold:

You are what is often called a fusionist: you believe that libertarians and traditionalists share a lot of common ground, not only politically but also philosophically. Freedom is fundamental, but freedom cannot mean mere license; virtue is the highest goal, but virtue not freely chosen is not really virtue. As Meyer put it, “Truth withers when freedom dies, however righteous the authority that kills it; and free individualism uninformed by moral value roots at its core and soon brings about conditions that pave the way for surrender to tyranny.”

Meyer (1909–1972) was a longtime editor of William F. Buckley Jr.’s National Review. As the leading proponent of fusionism, he played a key role in shaping the modern conservative movement. 

Read Meyer's thoughts on the fundamental beliefs that conservatives and libertarians can agree on.
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8. Voices of Medicine: A Review of Regional Medical Journals: Sonoma Medicine
CULTURE: Decapitated by Beauty
Rick Flinders, MD

If I feel physically as if the top of my head were taken off, I know that is poetry.
    —Emily Dickinson
I spotted an empty seat at the bar, next to an elegantly dressed woman, and saw exactly the opportunity I was seeking. I took a seat, ordered a drink and introduced myself, thinking it had been many years since I had done such a thing. I was direct with my request. She had a welcoming smile and sparkling ear rings, and she was 80 years old. I asked her if she had tickets to the concert and, if so, how on earth she had gotten them.  Read more . . . 
“We bought the package, young man, and had dibs on the Yo Yo Ma tickets before they went on sale.” 
It was then that the slightly younger lady sitting next to her absolutely knocked me out: “Yes, we actually bought three, but our friend couldn’t come. We were going to turn it in to the box office for resale, but they’re not open yet.”
I had come prepared, three hours early and with substantial cash, to try and score two tickets for my wife and me to hear one of the world’s greatest living musicians, performing the solo cello suites of Johann Sebastian Bach. Failing that, I was even prepared to scale a nearby eucalyptus tree, just to hear a few notes spilling out into the evening air from the world-class Weill Hall at Sonoma State University. But my luck at the music center’s Prelude bar was singular and, try as I might, I couldn’t score another ticket. 
I texted my wife, offering her the ticket, but she wouldn’t think of it. “No, no and no,” she texted back. “You go have a glass of wine, listen to the music, and then come home and tell me about each and every note.”
When I got home later that night, I told her, “Honey, I think I’ve seen what it might have been like to watch Michelangelo paint the Sistine Chapel or sculpt his statue of David. What we heard tonight was no less masterful or perfect than a creation by Rembrandt.”
It was live, in person and in a concert hall built exclusively from clear-grained European beech wood for the sound of pure music. Ma walked alone to the stage, joked with an usher, smiled and nodded to the billionaire donor who built the hall. He thanked the luthier who had performed emergency surgery that afternoon on his cello, inadvertently damaged on the morning flight from Hawaii. He explained the suites he was about to play were, for him, an expression of the feelings produced from the interaction of humans with nature. He said wine was an excellent example of humans interacting with nature. “Beautiful,” he added, “and that’s even before you drink it.” 
Ma also said that Bach was describing more than beauty in these works. The famous cellist then used adjectives such as joyous, difficult, somber and sublime. Finally he sat in the solitary chair at center stage, embraced his cello and, without speaker or microphone, filled the hall with sound, lost to language.
He played for nearly two hours, without notation or score, every note memorized in both his brain and probably his heart, interpreting Bach as if he were telling a story he had learned and lived and developed since childhood. He is one of those rare musicians in whose hands an instrument is so mastered that it becomes an almost natural extension of the artist, his body, his voice, his entire means of expression. Such is Yo Yo Ma. He seemed transported during his performance. And so were we.
When he finished, we could only stand and applaud, and we could not stop. When he returned to the stage, he did so with cello and bow in hand. I believe it was the only way he could get us to stop. What he did next was equally moving. He acknowledged Pablo Casals, and thanked him for discovering Bach’s unaccompanied suites and bringing them to the world’s attention by recording them in 1920. And in homage to Casals, he played Casal’s signature “Song of the Birds,” commemorating his remarkable performance of the piece before the United Nations in 1971. In a world torn by rioting, assassinations and war, the aging Casals addressed the General Assembly:
“I have not performed in public for over forty years. But today I must play. This piece would have been loved by Bach and Beethoven. It is a song from my own home land of Catalan and is called “The Song of the Birds.” The birds are in the sky and they are crying ‘Peace! Peace! Peace!’”
When Ma finished the three-minute piece, he left the stage with no need to return. I’ve never been to the Sistine Chapel, nor looked upon the statue of David or seen an original Rembrandt. But like Michelangelo and Rembrandt centuries before him, Yo Yo Ma placed before us a work of decapititating beauty—and then left us with a sublime message of peace. 
Dr. Flinders, who teaches hospital medicine at the Santa Rosa Family Medicine Residency, serves on the SCMA Editorial Board. 
Email: flinder@sutterhealth.org

See a video of Casals’ 1971 UN performance.
SONOMA MEDICINE  |  Summer 2015  |  Sonoma County Medical Association
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9. Book Review:  Death by Government
by R.J. Rummel
Democide: Mass Murder by Government
The line, “I’m from the government and I’m here to help you,” takes on new meaning after reading R.J. Rummel’s devastating Death By Government. This century, estimates the University of Hawaii political scientist, the State has killed almost 170 million people.
Death by Government is a compelling study of what the author calls democide—the intentional killing by governments through genocide, politicide, massacre, and terror. . . . A product of eight years of research by a distinguished political scientist, this is an unrivaled magnum opus with dozens of tables, figures, copious notes, and a massive bibliography. Essential reading for historians, political scientists, and readers interested in genocide."
This is R. J. Rummel's fourth book in a series devoted to genocide and government mass murder, or what he calls democide. He presents the primary results, in tables and figures, as well as a historical sketch of the major cases of democide, those in which one million or more people were killed by a regime. In Death by Government, Rummel does not aim to describe democide itself, but to determine its nature and scope in order to test the theory that democracies are inherently nonviolent.
Rummel discusses genocide in China, Nazi Germany, Japan, Cambodia, Turkey, Yugoslavia, Poland, the Soviet Union, and Pakistan. He also writes about areas of suspected genocide: North Korea, Mexico, and feudal Russia. His results clearly and decisively show that democracies commit less democide than other regimes. The underlying principle is that the less freedom people have, the greater the violence; the more freedom, the less the violence. Thus, as Rummel says, "The problem is power. The solution is democracy. The course of action is to foster freedom."

The greatest system of mass murder belongs to the Soviet Union–the “Soviet Gulag State,” as Rummel refers to it. Some 62 million, “Old and young, healthy and sick, men and women, even infants and the infirm, were killed in cold blood.” What makes this slaughter particularly mystifying is the fact that most of these victims were, as Rummel puts it, “guilty of … nothing.” Who can doubt that this was, as Ronald Reagan opined, an evil empire?
Then there are the Communist rulers of China, Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and company, who were long feted in the West. Their victims roll was modest only when compared to that of the Soviet Union: 35 million. Given such a record, Rummel asks, why was anyone surprised at the murder of students and workers in Tiananmen square?
China’s history is, in many ways, more tragic than that of Russia. Rummel figures that various emperors killed 33.5 million people. Nearly a million died at the hands of warlords early this century. Chiang Kaishek’s nationalists, backed so enthusiastically by many Westerners, slaughtered ten million, putting Chiang in fourth place behind Adolf Hitler in the pantheon of megamurderers. And then came the Communists.
As revolutionaries, Mao Zedong’s forces killed millions under their control. Once in power throughout China, the new regime liquidated millions more opponents. The “Great Leap Forward” resulted in a famine that left as many as 27 million dead from starvation. Millions more were murdered during the Cultural Revolution. Almost as inconceivable as this endless slaughter was the fact that so many Western leftists could have promoted so vile a system for so long.

Mass murderer number three was Hitler, along with his criminal gang of anti-Semites, misfits, misanthropes, and racists. Rummel numbers the Third Reich’s victims at 21 million. Germany’s killings were heavily weighted toward genocide–of Jews, Slavs, and Gypsies, for instance, though few people escaped the Nazi jackboot. Hitler also deserves blame for igniting the worst war in history, with generous help from Stalin and others.

Death by Government is a compelling look at the horrors that occur in modern societies. It depicts how democide has been very much a part of human history. Among other examples, the book includes the massacre of Europeans during the Thirty Years' War, the relatively unknown genocide of the French Revolution, and the slaughtering of American Indians by colonists in the New World. This riveting account is an essential tool for historians, political scientists, and scholars interested in the study of genocide. 
Paperback, 496 pages

Sources: https://fee.org/articles/death-by-government/ 

Sources: http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/998056.Death_by_Government  . 
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10. Hippocrates & His Kin: Sinking California
The leaning tower of San Francisco is not the only part of California that is sinking. More than 7 million acres (28,000 km2) of the Central valley are irrigated via an extensive system of reservoirs and canals. After a five-year drought, the reservoirs are drying up. The farmers in the central valley, the bread basket of the world, have also been using more underground water to irrigate their crops. Because of the marked increase in the use of the subterranean well water, the central valley has sunk up to 13 inches in some places. This is most apparent in bridge abutments over rivers and creeks. Read more . . . 
California's Central Valley is a large, flat valley that dominates the geographical center of the State of California. It is 40 to 60 miles (60 to 100 km) wide and stretches approximately 450 miles (720 km) from north-northwest to south-southeast, inland from and parallel to the Pacific Ocean coast.
The Central Valley is one of the world's most productive agricultural regions.[4] More than 230 crops are grown there.[4] On less than 1 percent of the total farmland in the United States, the Central Valley produces 8 percent of the nation's agricultural output by value: $43.5 billion USD in 2013.[37] Its agricultural productivity relies on irrigation from both surface water diversions and groundwater pumping from wells. About one-sixth of the irrigated land in the U.S. is in the Central Valley.[38]
Virtually all non-tropical crops are grown in the Central Valley, which is the primary source for a number of food products throughout the United States, including tomatoes, almonds, grapes, cotton, apricots, and asparagus.[39]
All these products are in serious jeopardy as farmers are being restricted in the amount of irrigation water available.
Read the USGS reports. . . 
To read more HHK . . .  



 HYPERLINK "http://www.delmeyer.net/Articles/HippocratesModernColleagues.aspx" 
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11. Words of Wisdom: Aphorism
Government is in an endless pursuit of new ways to tax. 

It’s tough enough to pay taxes but making out the income tax forms seems to make it worse.

They use to say that the only thing the government didn’t tax was taxes. Then President Johnson invented the surtax. 

. . , the power to tax involves the power to destroy . . . Chief Justice John Marshall, Supreme Court Decision in McCulloch v. Maryland, March 6, 1819.

12. This month in History: December
On December 1, 1917, a priest in Omaha, Nebraska, named Father Edward Flanagan found a unique institution of this day. It was called Boys Town, and its basic concept was centered in Father Flanagan’s firm belief that, in his words, “There is no such thing as a bad boy.” He defined the problem: it wasn’t bad boys; it was the conditions that created their problems. So he tried to put friendless boys into an environment where they could have a chance to grow up as good citizens.

On December 2, 1923, President Monroe told the European powers to stay out of the Western Hemisphere. We remember that as the Monroe Doctrine. The same document also stated: “In the wars of the European powers, in matters relating to themselves, we have never taken part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so.” We, like all other human beings of other nationalities, like to protect what we regard as our territory. And of course we think of it in global terms. 
On December 3, 1967, Dr. Christiaan Barnard transplanted a human heart, in an operation assisted by his brother, Marius Barnard. After a full day’s work, the operation lasted nine hours and used a team of thirty people. The patient survived for 18 days, in Capetown, South Africa.  The donor heart came from a young woman, Denise Darvall, who had been rendered brain damaged in an accident on 2 December 1967, while crossing a street in Cape Town.[1] After securing permission from Darvall's father to use her heart, Barnard performed the transplant. Rather than wait for Darvall's heart to stop beating, at his brother Marius Barnard's urging, Christiaan injected potassium into her heart to paralyse it and render her technically dead by the whole-body standard. Twenty years later, Marius Barnard recounted, "Chris stood there for a few moments, watching, then stood back and said, 'It works.'
In this day of highlighting presidential candidates and their sex lives including President Clinton groping White House interns and President Kennedy’s well known habit of groping movie stars, (only the Kennedy brothers didn’t stop there) Barnard described in his autobiography The Second Life a one-night extramarital affair with Italian film star Gina Lollobrigida, that occurred in January 1968. During that visit to Rome he also received an audience from Pope Paul VI. 
U.S. Congresswoman Ann McLane Kuster (D-NH) stated that Barnard sexually assaulted her when she was 23 years old attempting to grope her under her skirt, while seated at a business luncheon with Rep. Pete McCloskey. . . I think they made a movie about these things, “Doing what comes naturally.”
11. Last month’s Posting: In the November Issue       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
1. Featured Article: Why Voting for Donald Trump Is a Morally Good Choice
2. In the News: White Americans Need to do a Better Job of Listening
3. International Medicine: Leaving Canada To Escape Socialized Medicine’s Waiting List
4. Medicare: Social Security and Medicare may not be the final word after all
5. Medical Gluttony: Many 9-1-1 calls are NOT emergencies.
6. Socialism Myths: Cuba is more Free than America
7. Overheard in the Staff Lounge: Clintons committed the same crime as the Rosenbergs
8. Voices of Medicine: Are Trump’s Taxes more important than Hillary’s Medical Records?
9. The Bookshelf: The Case Against Hillary Clinton
10. Hippocrates & His Kin: Hillary Clinton made “Top Secret” information Non Secure 

11. Words of Wisdom: “Wisdom” from the Koran:

12. Last month’s Postings: The October Issue
 
13. This month in History: November
14. In Memoriam: Intriguing for peace
15. The World-wide Public Forum: Talk Radio Dialogues Connect with almost Everyone
16. Restoring Accountability in Medical Practice, HealthCare, Government and Society:
12. In Memoriam: The Voice of Viet Nam
Trinh Thi Ngo (“Hanoi Hannah”), broadcaster for Voice of Vietnam, was 87

THE voice was faint, for the signal was weak between Hanoi and the Central Highlands.

The Economist | From the print edition | Oct 13th 2016

Nonetheless, at 8pm Saigon time, after a day spent avoiding mantraps and pursuing the ever-elusive Vietcong, GIs would try to unwind by listening to the young woman they called “Hanoi Hannah”. As they cleaned their rifles, smoked herbs and broke out a beer or two, their precious radios, strapped up for protection with ragged black tape, crackled with tones that might have been those of a perky high-school cheerleader. “GI Joe, how are you today?” asked the sweet-sounding girl, of men to whom any girl would have sounded sweet. “Are you confuse d? Nothing is more confused than to be ordered into a war to die or be maimed for life without the faintest idea of what’s going on. You know your government has abandoned you. They have ordered you to die. Don’t trust them. They lied to you.”

Some soldiers would scoff or talk loudly for the time the programme lasted. Others would throw empty cans towards the voice. They listened, though, to the songs she played, sent over by Stateside sympathisers: Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, Elvis Presley and her own favorite, Pete Seeger’s deeply melancholy “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” Upbeat numbers, such as Petula Clark’s “Downtown”, would have even dog-tired men frenziedly dancing. But then Hannah would switch the mood again, reading out (courtesy of Stars and Stripes, the soldiers’ own newspaper) the names of recent American casualties and their home towns. “Defect, GI,” she would urge each man. “It is a very good idea to leave a sinking ship. You know you cannot win this war.”
The range of her knowledge was disturbing. She announced exactly where units were and, though troops cheered when she mentioned them, they were chilled to be tracked down. She knew the names of all the crew on ships that had just arrived, and once wished a wistful happy birthday to a soldier who had just been killed. Many listened because her information, written by the North Vietnamese defence ministry, was sometimes more accurate than what could be gleaned from sanitised US Armed Forces Radio: revealing in 1967, for example, that rioting was going on in Detroit. Some believed she even knew whether their girls were cheating on them back home, and with whom.

Schooled by the stars

Of course, she was not omnipotent at all: just a petite, smiling, lively young woman who translated, and then read faithfully in faultless American-English, the scripts she was given. Voice of Vietnam had started, in 1945, with Ho Chi Minh’s declaration of the independence of his country; but when she joined ten years later, at 25, she was reading English-language news bulletins rather than full-fledged propaganda. With the mass arrival of American troops in 1965 her broadcasts, previously 5-6 minutes once a day, were extended to 30 minutes three times a day. And it was she who had the exaltation of announcing to the world, on April 30th 1975, that Saigon was at last liberated and Vietnam unified. . .

Ex-soldiers who visited her in later years, when she had given up her broadcasting in Hanoi for domestic calm in hotter, noisier Saigon, found a woman of impeccable manners in exquisite silk blouses and strings of pearls. She dreamed of following her painter son to America, of seeing New York and the Golden Gate Bridge. She had no animus against Americans. . . So she was happy to say, laughing, “Let bygones be bygones,” as often as she was asked.
Read the entire obituary in The Economist . . . 
13. The World-wide Public Forum: Talk Radio Dialogues Connect with almost Everyone

In Depth Discussions with public, civic, national and international leaders, cultural, educational, political and religious commentary to broaden your perspective of our country and the world in which we live.

· Michael Medved, http://www.michaelmedved.com/  

The Greatest Country on God’s Green Earth. The Michael Medved Show gives you insightful columns and commentary about culture, politics, videos, movie reviews, and more
Should Government Block “Fat Shaming”?
Transgender Awareness in Kindergarten?   
When Political Organizations Celebrate Murder
When Politics Trumps Faith, Marriage Suffers
How Faith Improves Sex—and Vice Versa
Don’t Lose Touch with American Optimism
· Doctor Dennis Prager, http://www.dennisprager.com/
Bernie Sanders, the Non-Jewish Jew and Non-American American 
Socialism Makes You Selfish
Alumni Cutting Contributions to Colleges
N. Carolina school to teachers: Don't call students 'boys and girls'
President Barack Obama delivers a statement at the White House on Oct. 5. (Yuri Gripas/Reuters)
How is the Godless west working out?
· The Lars Larson Show, http://www.larslarson.com/ 

Watch Dinesh Dsouzas Hillary’s America. 

The Real D.B. Cooper
Oregon’s Government to Voters: You Can’t Handle the Truth!
Diversity In Police Departments Will Not Stop Crime
You could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket of deplorables
A Portland, OR-based cupcake shop has been accused of being racist



Shortly after opening a cupcake shop in southeast Portland. Customers expressed their outrage over one of 
the cupcakes that the store had on its menu, “Mr. President”, which was described as “Oreo (™) Cookie 
baked inside white cake, cookies n’ buttercream.”

14. Restoring Accountability in Medical Practice, HealthCare, Government and Society:
· The Galen Institute, Grace-Marie Turner President, www.galen.org founded in 1995 to promote an informed debate over free-market ideas for health reform. Grace-Marie has been instrumental in developing and promoting ideas for reform to transfer power over health care decisions to doctors and patients.  She speaks and writes extensively about incentives to promote a more competitive, patient-centered marketplace in the health sector. 
house-chairman-calls-for-obamacare-watchdog
· The Mercatus Center at George Mason University (www.mercatus.org) is a strong advocate for accountability in government. Maurice McTigue, QSO, a Distinguished Visiting Scholar, a former Member of Parliament and cabinet minister in New Zealand, is now director of the Mercatus Center's Government Accountability Project. 

· Pacific Research Institute, (www.pacificresearch.org) Sally C Pipes, President and CEO.
Obamacare Bloats U.S. Healthcare System  
To read the rest of this column, please go to www.medicaltuesday.net/org.asp 
· The Heartland Institute, www.heartland.org, Joseph Bast, President, publishes the Health Care News and the Heartlander. The weekly NIPCC Update, written on behalf of the Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change (NIPCC) by Heartland Institute Senior Fellow Craig Idso, links to new reviews, posted on the NIPCC Web site, of research related to climate change and published in scientific journals. Subscribe here 
· 
Greg Scandlen, is a senior fellow of The Heartland Institute and founder of Consumers for Health Care Choices, a 
non-partisan, non-profit membership. Greg Scandlen, President of Consumers for Health Care Choices, talks about the 
ways that innovative health care products like consumer controlled health insurance is making health care more 
affordable. The Crown Jewel of ObamaCare Failures
· The Council for Affordable Health Insurance, www.cahi.org/index.asp, founded by Greg Scandlen in 1991, where he served as CEO for five years, is an association of insurance companies, actuarial firms, legislative consultants, physicians and insurance agents. Their mission is to develop and promote free-market solutions to America's health-care challenges by enabling a robust and competitive health insurance market that will achieve and maintain access to affordable, high-quality health care for all Americans. "The belief that more medical care means better medical care is deeply entrenched . . . Our study suggests that perhaps a third of medical spending is now devoted to services that don't appear to improve health or the quality of care–and may even make things worse."

· The Independence Institute, www.i2i.org, is a free-market think-tank in Golden, Colorado. Linda Gorman is Director of the Health Care Policy Institute at the Independence Institute, a state-based free market think tank in Denver, Colorado. A former academic economist, she has written extensively about the problems created by government interference in health care decisions and the promise of consumer directed health care.

· The Foundation for Economic Education, www.fee.org, has been publishing The Freeman - Ideas On Liberty, Freedom's Magazine, for over 60 years, with Lawrence W Reed, President. Having bound copies of this running treatise on free-market economics for over 50 years, I still take pleasure in the relevant articles by Leonard Read and others who have devoted their lives to the cause of liberty. I have a patient who has read this journal since it was a mimeographed newsletter sixty years ago. Be sure to read the current lesson on Economic Education.

· The Fraser Institute, an independent public policy organization, focuses on the role competitive markets play in providing for the economic and social well being of all Canadians. Canadians celebrated Tax Freedom Day on June 28, the date they stopped paying taxes and started working for themselves. Log on at www.fraserinstitute.ca for an overview of the extensive research articles that are available. You may want to go directly to their health research section.

· The Ludwig von Mises Institute, Lew Rockwell, President, is a rich source of free-market materials, probably the best daily course in economics we've seen. If you read these essays on a daily basis, it would probably be equivalent to taking Economics 11 and 51 in college. Please log on at www.mises.org to obtain the foundation's daily reports. You may also log on to Lew's premier free-market site to read some of his lectures to medical groups. Learn how state medicine subsidizes illness or to find out why anyone would want to be an MD today.

· CATO. The Cato Institute (www.cato.org) was founded in 1977, by Edward H. Crane, with Charles Koch of Koch Industries. It is a nonprofit public policy research foundation headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Institute is named for Cato's Letters, a series of pamphlets that helped lay the philosophical foundation for the American Revolution. The Mission: The Cato Institute seeks to broaden the parameters of public policy debate to allow consideration of the traditional American principles of limited government, individual liberty, free markets and peace. Ed Crane reminds us that the framers of the Constitution designed to protect our liberty through a system of federalism and divided powers so that most of the governance would be at the state level where abuse of power would be limited by the citizens' ability to choose among 13 (and now 50) different systems of state government. Thus, we could all seek our favorite moral turpitude and live in our comfort zone recognizing our differences and still be proud of our unity as Americans. Michael F. Cannon is the Cato Institute's Director of Health Policy Studies. Read his bio, articles and books at www.cato.org/people/cannon.html.

· The St. Croix Review, a bimonthly journal of ideas, recognizes that the world is very dangerous. Conservatives are staunch defenders of the homeland. But as Russell Kirk believed, wartime allows the federal government to grow at a frightful pace. We expect government to win the wars we engage, and we expect that our borders be guarded. But St. Croix feels the impulses of the Administration and Congress are often misguided. The politicians of both parties in Washington overreach so that we see with disgust the explosion of earmarks and perpetually increasing spending on programs that have nothing to do with winning the war. There is too much power given to Washington. Even in wartime, we have to push for limited government - while giving the government the necessary tools to win the war. To read a variety of articles in this arena, please go to www.stcroixreview.com. 

· Hillsdale College, the premier small liberal arts college in southern Michigan with about 1,200 students, was founded in 1844 with the mission of "educating for liberty." It is proud of its principled refusal to accept any federal funds, even in the form of student grants and loans, and of its historic policy of non-discrimination and equal opportunity. The price of freedom is never cheap. While schools throughout the nation are bowing to an unconstitutional federal mandate that schools must adopt a Constitution Day curriculum each September 17th or lose federal funds, Hillsdale students take a semester-long course on the Constitution restoring civics education and developing a civics textbook, a Constitution Reader. You may log on at www.hillsdale.edu to register for the Free Course on the CONSTITUTION.  Congratulations to Hillsdale for its national rankings in the USNews College rankings. Changes in the Carnegie classifications, along with Hillsdale's continuing rise to national prominence, prompted the Foundation to move the College from the regional to the national liberal arts college classification. Please log on and register to receive Imprimis, their national speech digest that reaches more than one million readers each month.  Choose recent issues.  The last ten years of Imprimis are archived. 

· The Association of American Physicians & Surgeons (www.AAPSonline.org), The Voice for Private Physicians Since 1943, representing physicians in their struggles against bureaucratic medicine, loss of medical privacy, and intrusion by the government into the personal and confidential relationship between patients and their physicians. Be sure to read News of the Day in Perspective: Don't miss the "AAPS News," written by Jane Orient, MD, and archived on this site which provides valuable information on a monthly basis. Browse the archives of their official organ, the Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons, with Larry Huntoon, MD, PhD, a neurologist in New York, as the Editor-in-Chief. There are a number of important articles that can be accessed from the Table of Contents.
·  The AAPS California Chapter is an unincorporated association made up of members. The Goal of the AAPS California Chapter is to carry on the activities of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS) on a statewide basis. This is accomplished by having meetings and providing communications that support the medical professional needs and interests of independent physicians in private practice. To join the AAPS California Chapter, all you need to do is join national AAPS and be a physician licensed to practice in the State of California. There is no additional cost or fee to be a member of the AAPS California State Chapter. 
Go to California Chapter Web Page . . .

Bottom line: "We are the best deal Physicians can get from a statewide physician based organization!"
· PA-AAPS is the Pennsylvania Chapter of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS), a non-partisan professional association of physicians in all types of practices and specialties across the country. Since 1943, AAPS has been dedicated to the highest ethical standards of the Oath of Hippocrates and to preserving the sanctity of the patient-physician relationship and the practice of private medicine. We welcome all physicians (M.D. and D.O.) as members. Podiatrists, dentists, chiropractors and other medical professionals are welcome to join as professional associate members. Staff members and the public are welcome as associate members. Medical students are welcome to join free of charge. 
Our motto, "omnia pro aegroto" means "all for the patient."
* * * * *
· AAPS FLORIDA CHAPTER
· The Florida Legislature has once again made doctors the target of inappropriate government and corporate control of medicine. Sadly, the Florida Medical Association (FMA) has betrayed Florida doctors (again) by helping the legislature hurt physicians and ultimately their patients. The FMA actively supported legislation that prevents doctors from directly billing patients for the care they provide in emergency rooms and hospitals – even when the doctors have no contract with the patient’s insurance company. Florida law will now forbid them from billing patients seen at hospitals in nearly all circumstances. The Florida Medical Association repeatedly went on the record to support passage of the legislation that will impose up to $10,000 in fines, disciplinary action and possible criminal prosecution upon doctors that dare to simply collect payment for their services. The end result will be that insurance companies will have all the power as doctors lose substantial leverage in negotiating contracts with insurance companies. Politicians sold the law as a way to stop what they dubbed “surprise” hospital bills while inaccurately labelling it as “balance billing” for political purposes.
Go to: WWW.FLAAPS.ORG 

· AAPS TEXAS CHAPTER
The Texas Chapter of AAPS held its first official meeting May 21, 2016.  The chapter elected officers and board members and approved the chapter’s bylaws. 
Texas needs a strong, conservative physician in the Senate who will be willing to stand up against the status quo in the face of encroaching government control of the practice of medicine. . Dr. Buckingham, endorsed by AAPS, succeeded in making the runoff for the senate race in Texas SD24! She is prepared to tackle head-on the problems faced by private physicians and work to restore the integrity of the patient-physician relationship

Please follow at http://www.texasaaps.org/
· AAPS ARIZONA STATE CHAPTER

The AZ Senate Committee of the Whole (COW) gave the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact bill, HB 2502, a “Do 
Pass as Amended” 
(DPA) recommendation.  There are several good things in the amendment:

It prohibits board certification from being required for licensure through Arizona’s existing licensing process.

It directs the Arizona Medical Board to develop its own expedited licensure process for physicians wishing to avoid 
Compact licensure.

It prevents Compact licensure from being required as a condition of employment.

Read Arizona’s physicians’ struggle to avoid government control at http://www.azaaps.org/  
· ACCESS THE ELEVEN STATE CHAPTERS OF THE AAPS 
· IF YOUR STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY IS PRO-SOCIALIZED MEDICINE ON WHICH BASIS THE AMA WAS FOUNDED, CONSIDER AFFILIATING WITH THE AAPS WHICH SINCE 1943 HAS BEEN WORKING TO PREVENT THE INTRUSION OF GOVERNMENT INTO THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. THIS IS NOW A CRITICAL ENDEAVOR.
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS
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Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, the father of socialized medicine in Germany, recognized in 1861 that a government gained loyalty by making its citizens dependent on the state by social insurance. Thus socialized medicine, any single payer initiative, Social Security was born for the benefit of the state and of a contemptuous disregard for people’s welfare. 
We must also remember that ObamaCare has nothing to do with appropriate healthcare; it was similarly projected to gain loyalty by making American citizens dependent on the government and eliminating their choice and chance in improving their welfare or quality of healthcare. Socialists know that once people are enslaved, freedom seems too risky to pursue.
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